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to those she liked, and such people as her governess,
Katherine Ashley, were with her all her life long.
She could enter into their sorrows like any other
woman, and wrote to one lady who lost her two
sons: " We were loth to write at all lest we should
waken your sorrow afresh, but my own Crow,
harm not yourself, but show a good example to
comfort your yoke-fellow ". When Lady Hunting-
don's husband died, Elizabeth knew how dreadful
would be the blow, and would not let her be told
by anyone else, but herself came up to Whitehall
to break the news and comfort her.
She waslSso completely natural in her dealings
with children. She had a little god-son, John
Harington, to whom she^ wished to send one of her
speeches, and said, " I have made a clerk write
out fair my poor words for thine use ", just as
people will print letters for small children who
cannot read " grown-up " writing. And we get
another delightful picture of her behaviour when
Uttle Essex was brought to pay her a visit and
refused to give her a kiss or to take off his " little
hat " as he should have done in the Queen's pre-
sence. She took no offence, but laughed and made
them leave the child alone and not worry him to be
polite.
If we are tempted to think she was silly in the
favourites she made, we can think of one considera-
tion. Elizabeth never let any of the men around her
exercise any influence over her policy. The Valois
Kings across the Channel made themselves a
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